GENERAL INNATE TENDENCIES   85

are equally open to prestige suggestion. Here the fourth
factor comes into play, namely, character and native dis-
position. As regards the latter the most important con-
dition determining individual suggestibility seems to be
the relative strengths of the two instincts that were dis-
cussed in Chapter III, under the names "instincts of
self-assertion " and " subjection." Personal contact with
any of our fellows seems regularly to bring one or other, or
both, of these two instincts into play. The presence of
persons whom we regard as our inferiors in the particular
situation of the moment evokes the impulse of self-
assertion ; towards such persons we are but little or not
at all suggestible. But, in the presence of persons who
make upon us an impression of power or of superiority of
any kind, whether merely of size or physical strength, or
of social standing, or of intellectual reputation, or, perhaps,
even of tailoring, the impulse of submission is brought
into play, and we are thrown into a submissive, receptive
attitude towards them; or, if the two impulses are
simultaneously evoked, there takes place a painful struggle
between them and we suffer the complex emotional disr
turbance known as bashful feeling.1 In so far as the
impulse of submission predominates we are suggestible
towards the person whose presence evokes it. Persons
in whom this instinct is relatively strong will, other things
being the same, be much subject to prestige suggestion ;
while, on the other hand, persons in whom this impulse
is weak and the opposed instinct of self-assertion is strong
will be apt to be self-confident, "cocksure** persons,
and to be but little subject to prestige suggestion. In
the course of character-formation by social intercourse,
excessive strength of either of these impulses may be
rectified or compensated to some extent; the able, but
innately submissive, man may gain a reasonable con-
fidence ; the man of self-assertive disposition may, if not
stupid, learn to recognise his own weaknesses; and in
so far as these compensations are effected, liability to
prestige suggestion will be diminished or increased.
Children are, then, inevitably suggestible, firstly,
1 See p. 126, for bashfillness.